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ROLES OF LAWYER AND NOTARY PUBLIC 

1. Who are the lawyers and What are their roles? 

According to article 1 of the Law on the Statutes of Lawyers           
“Lawyer is an independent professional who works and serves 

in the justice field” which means the lawyers can represent the 
client with client’s consent or assist in defending their client at 
any tribunals and all stage of the process assigned by the 

parties or judges to act as the mediators (Stated in Article 3 of 
the Law on the Statute of Lawyers). In addition, the lawyers 

also give any advice related to the legal issue or draft various 
legal documents (Sale and Purchase agreement, Lease 
Agreement, etc) and be a witness in any agreements and 

contracts. In the current situation, we observe that the lawyers 
have their respective skills in addition to expertise in the 
judiciary such as business, taxation, immigration, etc. 

2. Who are the Notary Publics and What are their roles?   

The public may not have heard much about the notary public. According to the Civil code of 
Cambodia, Notary Public is a legal professional and public official with duties such as: issuing 
authentic documents, ensuring the date of filing, and issuing the authentic copies of the document 

that required certification. In addition, the notary public does work independently and received 
the payment from the service they provide at their own office.   

3. What are the differences between lawyer and notary public?     

The lawyer is an independent professional and a prerequisite for the full protection of human 

rights and fundamental freedoms, including the economic, social, cultural, or civil rights to 
which everyone has the right to obtain which can be represented by a mandate to protect the 
client’s rights and interests in or out of court and at all stages of the legal process. The lawyer 

can prepare and draft agreements but execute them in a form of a private agreement. 
Therefore, any disputes related to the private agreements and contracts shall go through a 

court proceeding. On the other hand, the lawyer could not make a will (testament/will) but 
can be a witness at the time of making the will.  

WHAT’S NEW 

On 26 October 2021, the Phnom 
Penh Capital Administration 
issued a notification No. 092/21 
on the last reminder to get the 
vaccine against the COVID-19, 
boost dose, or the third dose 
within the geography of Phnom 
Penh. The main point of this 
notification is that the Phnom 
Penh Capital Administration 
would like to remind and call on 
the citizens to hurry to get the 
COVID-19 vaccine, boost dose or 
the third dose in all 11 districts in 
Phnom Penh since the campaign 
for the third dose in those 11 
districts will be finished by 31 
October 2021. 
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The notary public is an independent professional and a public official appointed by the Royal 
Government of Cambodia. In general, as the requirement from the legal point of view, the 
compilation of the will must be prepared by the notary public to protect the rights and interests 

of the successor. Every letter prepared and composed by the notary public is the authentic 
letter which is equivalent to a final judgment. In addition, the notary public has the right to 

issue the execution clause, but they cannot a representative in court. 

Lastly, we, Anna & Associates Law Office, hope that this short legal brief can provide additional 

knowledge to students and the public to gain more insight and understanding about lawyers and 

notary public, as well as the differences between these two independent professions. 
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